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February 1, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

The Depot Warm Up Station - Due to the 

dangerously low temps, blanketing our area this 

week, the Depot has been open 24/7 as a respite 

for those needing to stop by and warm up.  

Police officers have stopped by, on a regular 

basis, to check on folks.  

We have had a wonderful response from the 

community - Thank You.   Many local people 

volunteered to step-up and help with additional 

resources if the need arose.  Several visitors 

stopped-in this week during the day, like they do most days, waiting for a train or walking          

to or from the grocery store.  The Depot had one evening visitor on Wednesday night.                  

 

Department of Public Service Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city.  

 

Streets 

With what little time the pavement was exposed, the street 

crew tried to address the worst of the emerging pot-holes 

last Friday.  Since then, all crews pulled together to keep 

streets open and safe, also making rounds to clear 

sidewalks.  Chief Mechanic Travis has done a great job 

repairing the various equipment issues that arose during 

the deep freeze; however, we did lose the use of one 

dump-truck due to a failed hydraulic lift cylinder.  With 

the snow letting-up and the Ice Time festival this 

weekend, crews have been relocated the accumulated 

snow in preparation. 

 

 

 

 



 

Water/Wastewater 

So far, the water/sewer/electrical systems we maintain survived the polar vortex much better 

than surrounding areas.  We did have a couple low-temp alarms to investigate.  We also had 

challenges locating valves to help Ameriwood isolate their suppression system following last 

weekend’s fire.   

 

Buildings 

City Hall suffered some minimal water damage due to what is believed to have been a freeze in 

the suppression system that caused a sprinkler head to break in an office on the northeast corner 

of the second floor.  Fortunately, school staff was in and alerted us of the issue; and, the frozen 

line bought us time to shut water to the system, minimizing and isolating the impact.  Unrelated 

to weather, a plumber had to be called due to another sewer clog in the Snow Building. 

 

Bids for the demolition of 507 N. Center were opened on Monday; however, the homeowners 

were granted a 30-day extension to have the home demolished themselves. 

 

Ice Time 

This weekend will feel downright balmy, compared to temps 

over the last week.  Take advantage of the heat-wave, don’t 

miss out on the fun, free, family, activities downtown for the 

Ice Time Festival. 

 

Ice carving begins at 8 AM and activities continue through    

4 PM.  Thank you to the all the sponsors and volunteers it 

takes to make this fun, family time. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

City Manager     


